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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Director of the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant submits herewith 
information that the Office may wish to consider in examination of the subject application. 
Materials submitted for consideration are listed on the attached form PTO-SB08. 

The relevance of any foreign-language reference for which an English-language 
translation is not provided is that it was first cited in a corresponding foreign case. However, 
please note that a partial English translation is attached herewith to the non-patent literature 
reference, "The Journal of Japanese Society for Surgery of the Hand," and U.S. Patent No. 
5756457 hereby listed on the enclosed SB08 is equivalent to JP National Patent Publication No. 
9-501932. 

Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted concurrently with a 
Request for Continued Examination (RCE), Applicants believe there are no fees due. However, 
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the Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 02-2135 as deemed necessary. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By 




Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 47,948 

ROTHWELL, FIGG, ERNST & MANBECK, p.c. 
Suite 800, 1425 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)783-6040 

Enclosures: Form PTO-SB08 and cited references 
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